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In this, the third Newsletter from the Nippur Expedition, Vaughn 
Crawford, Director of the Baghdad School tells of some exciting and 
impressive news about an Ur Nammu statuette, the fill of the Parthian 
temple, an inscribed shoulder of a statue from about 2500 B.C-, and a 
new Iraqi excavation which promises to be of unusual interest, 


So Ne Ke 


The New Year has begun in a most auspicious manner, namely, with the 
discovery of a third Ur-Nammu foundation box like the two uncovered 
during the 1955-56 season; Search for the box began on the day before 
Christmas, The work was entrusted to Salih Hussein, one of our best 
pickmen from Sharqat. Salih is experienced in making tunnels and the 
effort to find the box required considerable exercise of this know- 
ledge. Previously he had helped to locate the north corner of the 
wall of the Ekur, the big enclosure around the ziggurat. This had 
produced a big hole more than 15 feet deep from which dirt had to be 
carried by a number of hizza boys up rather narrow stairse Befcre 
tunneling in from the southern side of this excavation, his first 
task was to cut new and better steps going down to the point of his 
departure. According to Carl's estimate Salih would have to go in 
from 10-12 feet while going down another 6-8 feet. The whole tunnel 
had to be cut from solid libn (sun dried brick), ‘hile this variety 
of brick is not nearly as hard as baked brick, it, nevertheless, 
makes digging slow and difficult, Since it is quite strong, however, 
it means that a tunnel will be very safe with no danger of a cave-in. 
Salih began and continued throughout the days ahead with a tunnel 
having &@ very trim pointed erch. He went down as he went in. After 
three days,or so, he was joined by Nejim Ishak, because the going was 
tough. ‘Jhen they had gone what we believed was the prescribed dis- 
tance, they enlarged the tunnel making a small room like the apse of 
a churche Because they did not hit the box where we anticipated,they 
probed in every conceivable direction making a series of small chap- 
els, shall we say, from the ansee Two of these side rooms had pro- 
duced nothing. By the morning of January 1, the spirits of both 
Salih and Nejim were quite lowe Salih told me that his heart ached 
and Nejim was no happier. By noon of that day we were ready to call 
a halt and to accept failure, Although quite discouraged, Salih and 
Nejim, however, wished to continue until the close of the work day-- 
4:50. They were working on the third room going off the apse, At 
4:00 nothing had been found. Another fifteen minutes passed. Nejim's 
pick hit a baked brick. Was it the box? Hurriedly they enlarged the 
contact with the brick. Yes, this was ite Their perseverance had 
paid off! George Dales who was on the mound that afternoon gave 4 
vivid account of the excitement that filled the air. I may add that 
George was not entirely calm himself. That night Noor, one of the 
permanent guards at Nuffar, slept in the "cave" with his rifle. 

Salih himself said that he did not sleep at all. 


. 
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Since the standard size of an Ur-Nammu box is about 3 x 2.5 feet, it 
took all of the next morning to dig out sufficient space above it far 
opening and photographing. By 2:00 P.M. on January 2 everything was 
in readiness. Photographs were taken. Khalaf, our foreman, removed 
the three capping bricks each measuring about 12 x 12 x 3 inches, a 
standard Ur III size. The first two were blank, but the third bore 
the usual stamp of Ur-Nammu. The bitumen saturated reed mat beneath 
the capping bricks was intact. When it was broken, up went a sigh 
of relief. One of the now familiar cast copper statuettes, about 13 
inches in heighth, stood in the small opening inside the box} Pre- 
sumably the figure represents Ur-Nammu himself carrying the first 
basket of mortar for the new Ekur construction upon his head. The 
statuette is fully modelled having both feet and a base of its own 
upon which to stand. Both the skirt of the figure as well as the 
stone replica of a@ plano-convex brick enclosed in the box have the 
same inscription as that on the stamped capping brick. The other 
contents of the box were much as before--numerous beads in stone and 
frit with three in the latter material being covered with gold foil, 
many chips of stones like carnelian and lapis lazuli, badly disinte- 
grated fragments of both wood and cloth, and one new item, namely, 
date pits, While the more ritualistic minded will say that the dates 
from which the pits came represent a food offering, one could with as 
much certainty argue that the workmen who made the box simply wished 
to dispose of the less edible portion of the date! After George made 
photographs of the statuette in situ, Don made careful notes of the 
position of all objects in the box before anything was removed. 
Khalaf then took out the heavy copper figurine but not without diffi- 
culty, because its base was firmly embedded in bitumen, the mortar 
used in the construction, in the bottom of the box. ‘ith this and 
the removal of the other objects, the ceremonies were completed. ‘When 
we came back to Afak, we stopped at the houses near the edge of the 
mound where our skilled workmen, the Sharqatis, live, All of them 
quite naturally wished to see the small replica of Ur-Nammu resplend- 
ent in its green patina. This, therefore, is the account of the ex- 


cavation of the first major object of the season at the beginning of 
the New Yeare 


T»e eastern (really NE) wall of the Ekur with its N (whence the box 
uescribed came) and the E (where a box was destroyed years ago) cor- 
ners is now well defined. A series of rooms is developing at the 
point on the S where the Ekur joins the Ekiur, the outer courtyard. 
Because of huge dumps of earlier excavations, however, it may not be 
possible to pursue work at this spot to its logical conclusion. On 
the W (really Ni/) side of the Ekur we have moved mountains of dirt. 
Ve are finding rooms, perhaps next to the Ekur wall, on this side, 
but as yet neither a western gate nor the i corner have been attained. 
le hope to find both, if the time required is not beyond our limits. 
From such a gateway a street should go directly to the temple of In- 
anna which is the location of the major effort of this campaign. 


The Parthian temple which I described last time has now disappeared 
and we are removing the fill (averaging more than 6 feet in thickness) 
of the platform upon which the Parthians built their structure. At 

@ point on the N\/ we are now down to the level of the Ur TTI temple 
of Shulgi called Eduranki. The area where we have reached this level 
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is at the moment both so small and so broken that we cannot 

anything about how it enlarges tHe plan of the portion of che Ue ee 
temple already dug. Objects in the fill itself are telling us what 
we6 can expect. The fill of the northern portion of the Parthian 
Platform dug two years ago was brought in from the outside. Inscrib- 
ed materials indicated the temple of Ninurta as a source of fill 
dirt. Tablet fragments being found in the fill now, however, show 
that the present portion of the platform fill comes from the Ur IIT 
and Akkadian levels of the temple of Inanna itself, Numerous Ur III 
tablet fragments mention either the temple of Inanna or officials of 
that temple, A macehead of Naram-Sin plus fragments of tablets which 
appear to be Akkadian suggest that the platform fill came from at 
least one earlier level as well. It would seem, therefore, that when 
the Parthians decided to build, they found earlier remains much high- 
er on the S than on the N. They pushed these remains from the S as 
far N as their volume would permit and still maintain the height!: of 
platform thet they desired. After that, the level of the N still be- 
ing too low, they had to bring in dirt from the outside. Our tests 
at the S end of the Inanna temple two years ago lend further credence 
to this hypothesis, because at the S limits the retaining wall of the 
Parthian platform goes down below the Ur III foundations. The Ur III 
temple belongs to Level IV. Although Levels V and VI in the portion 
already excavated are quite fragmentary, one or both of them must be 
Akkadian, because Level VII is definitely Early DYnastic. 


“hile the Parthian fill has yielded only a few complete Ur III tab- 
lets, it has produced a multitude (several hundred) fragments both 
large and small. These came in great numbers beginning on January 
ll. On January 9 all the tablets and fragments acquired previously 
during this campaign were baked in a single firing of the oven. Tab- 
lets of that and succeeding days, however, have already required 
three additional bakings, and it will take two more firings before 
those now on the shelves can be completed. The new furnace is work- 
ing quite well and is certainly an indispensable tool for processing 
tablets in the field. In between firings the business of cleaning 
tablets with our small sandblasting outfit goes steadily ahead. All 
tablets except those baked yesterday have been cleaned. After clean- 
ing comes repair, some preliminary study, the making of latex rubber 
molds and cataloging. Lower down we hope to find tablets in situ. 
If we do, the chances for getting unbroken tablets are greatly in- 
creased. All that we can say, however, is inshallah} 





In addition to the Naram-Sin macehead and the tablet fragments the 
fill has also produced the right shoulder of an Early Dynastic 
statue, originally perhaps 20 inches in heighth, made of 4 soft white 
stone. It is quite clear that the head of this piece was dowelled 
into place. ‘Je hope that the soft stone will harden a bit upon ex- 
posure to the air. If so, subsequent cleaning will be both easier 
and safer. Only after cleaning can the inscription which covers the 
piece be read. The nose of a4 stone lion a little less than natural 
size, a trickle of cylinder seals, and two or three pieces of very 
nicely incised “arly Dynastic bone plaques complete the better finds 
go far obtained from the fill. fFrém the surface has come a nice 
minature ram's head in terra cotta. 
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Visitors include Miss Helen Keiser, a Swiss reporter, who is doing a 
series of archeological articles for a Zurich weekly magazine, Dr.’ 
Beatrice Goff from Yale University remained with us for a fortnight. 
Yesterday she went on to ‘Jarka for a visit with the German Expedition. 
Since we were to take Dr. Goff to Samawah, Don, George, Jim, and : 
‘lJa'il took advantage of the occasion to pay a visit to Ur and Eridu. 


\t Eridu they report that almost nothing can now be seen of the exca- 
yations there due to sand, 


The Department of Antiquities is undertaking a short season at Tell 
4l-Willayeh which is located about half way on a line between Nuffar 
and Kute Although terminal occupation at the site is said to be Old 
3abylonian, its extent, although not its height:., is reportedly 
sreater than Nuffar, <A building of Shulgi has been found on the 
surface. No inscribed evidence which indicates the ancient name of 
the site, however, has yet been found. This excavation is really at 
the command of King Feisal II who is interested both in archeology 
and in the region where \illayeh is located. Since ‘Jillayeh is less 
than two hours to the east of us, numerous members of the Department 
have come to us from there. First came Sayids Taha Bagqir and Bashir 
Francis. They appraised the situation at ‘Jillayeh before the work 
began there. Some days later the excavators themselves, Sayids Tariq 
Jladhlum, Khalid Ahmed, and Hassam Azam, came on a Friday to see our 
work. Within a couple of weeks we hope to repay the call. 


Last Thursday H. E. Dr. Naji al-Asil, the Director General, and Sayid 


Puad Safar appeared. They viewed the dig, saw our finds, spent the 


aight, and returned to Baghdad the next day. Wé are very appreciative 
of the keen interest of the Directorate General. 


Vaughn E. Crawford, Director 
Baghdad School 





